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mother for the Bulgarian marriage. Seeing the Crown
Princess still so militantly in favour of the match when the
reasons against it were so perfectly obvious, he was con-
firmed in his belief that the Crown Princess was not a patriotic
German. This Royal Princess of Germany put English
interests first.

Moritz Busch, the Chancellor's right-hand man, made an
illuminating entry in his diary about these events. First
he speaks in a convinced manner of ' the Battenberger'
being ' tied to ' English policy. Then he goes on, ' he made
the acquaintance of the Queen of England during his
European tour. The thought of a marriage was possibly
suggested by the grandmother in London, who wished to
see the position of her servant secured against Russia by an
alliance with our Court. The scheme leaked out and came
to the ears of the Chief (Bismarck). Of course, he was any-
thing but pleased and did not conceal his objections from
the Emperor, but on the contrary expressed them both
verbally and in a statement which I had to prepare. It
would show us in a bad light at St. Petersburg. The
Emperor recognized this and issued his veto, which must
have been very unpleasant for the Crown Princess.'

To speak of the ' veto' of the Emperor is, strictly, an
exaggeration. It might have been better if he had issued a
categoric veto in the first place, instead of allowing the
affair to develop into a storm of quarrels and intrigues
lasting for several years. His words in a letter to Bismarck
in 1885 show the attitude he adopted. ' I may mention to
you at the same time that I consider the moment has now
come to lay before my son the views with which it was all
along intended to acquaint him as to the utter inexpediency
of the marriage in question.' It can easily be imagined that
when Fritz transmitted to his wife sentiments of this descrip-
tion they appeared even less decisive and gave hope that
resistance might turn out to be successful.

Even when Prince Alexander was kidnapped by Russians
and dragged out of his kingdom, with the result that he
shortly afterwards abdicated in desperation, Bismarck still